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Question:

What do the Ulama (scholars) and the Muftis of the Shari‘ah say regarding the following issue:
Are the rak‘ahs of Tarawih eight or twenty? Kindly clarify this matter with credible and authentic
references.

Answer (Shs)) G5 @l sadl):

The foundational principles of Islam are four: the Qur’an, the Hadith, consensus (Ijma‘), and
analogy (Qiyas).

Some matters are established from the Noble Qur’an, some from the Ahadith of the Blessed
prophet &lsit some from the consensus of the Ummah, and some from Analogy (Qiyas). If the
proof for a matter is found through any one of these four principles, then acting upon it becomes
obligatory for the Muslim Ummah.

As far as the rak ahs of Tarawih are concerned, it is accepted and proven that twenty rak ‘ahs of
Tarawih is the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah iz , the Sunnah of the Companions 4 =
Ozanl agie | and the Sunnah of the Muslim Ummah. Performing eight rak ‘ahs of Tarawih is
contrary to the Sunnah.

Ibn Abi Shaybah narrates from al-Tabarani in al-Kabir, Imam al-Bayhagqi from _Abd ibn
Humayd, and Imam al-Baghawi narrated from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas:
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Indeed, the Prophet s used to pray twenty rak ‘ahs in Ramadan besides the Witr, and Imam
al-Bavhagi added “in other than Jama’ah (congregation)”.

It has been established from this Hadith that the Prophet Al himself used to perform twenty
rak ‘ahs of Tarawih. As for the narrations that he prayed Tarawih for only three nights means he
prayed with Jama’ah for only 3 nights. That is, without congregation he used to pray regularly,
but with congregation he led it only for three nights. This solves the apparent contradiction. It
also establishes that Tarawih is Sunnah Mu’akkadah ‘ala al-‘ayn, because the Prophet il
would always pray it and encourage others to pray it as well.



Malik al- ‘Ulama’, ‘Allamah ‘Ala’ al-Din Abu Bakr ibn Mas ‘ud al-Kasani writes:
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It is narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab gathered the Companions of the Messenger of Allah
during the month of Ramadan behind Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, who would lead them in twenty rak‘ahs

every night, and none of them rejected or went against this. Proving that there was consensus
(Ijma“) of them on that.

(Bada’i al-Sana’i’, vol. 1, p. 288)
In ‘'Umdat al-Qari Sharh al-Bukhari (vol. 5, p. 255) it is written:
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‘Allamah Ibn_Abd al-Barr states that this is the opinion of the majority (us¢<>) of scholars and
The scholars of Kufa, and Imam al-Shafi‘T. and this is the correct (&=><) opinion. It is
reported from Ubayy ibn Ka b, and there is no disagreement among the Companions regarding it.

Allamah Ibn Hajar also stated:
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There is consensus of Sahaba that Tarawih is twenty rak ‘ahs.
Similarly, in Maraqu al-Falah it is stated:
"Aadal) pladly 4a8 (g (A"

It (Tarawih) is twenty rak ‘ahs by consensus of the Sahaba upon it. Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hayy
Farangi Mahalli writes in “‘Umdat al-Ri‘ayah Hashiyah Sharh al-Wiqayah (vol. 1, p. 175):
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The attention and care of The Companions on twenty rak ‘ahs has been established during the

eras of ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and “Ali, and after them as well. This narration has been reported by
Imam Malik, Ibn Sa ‘d, al-Bayvhagi, and others.




Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari writes:
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The Companions unanimously agreed that Tarawih consists of twenty rak “ahs.
(Mirqat, vol. 2, p. 175)

Likewise, Ima
Nujaym, Yazid ibn Riman, Imam al-Ghazali, and Shah Wali Allah Muhaddith Dehlawi (may
Allah have mercy on them) and hundreds of other great scholars of the Ummah have written in
their works that all the Companions agreed upon twenty rak ahs of Tarawih.

The Holy Prophet 52 said:
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“All of my Companions are upright.”

And he s also said:
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“My Companions are like stars; whichever of them you follow, you will be guided.”

All praise is for Allah that the Ahl al-Sunnah act in accordance with the noble statements and
guidance of the Messenger of Allah &ls:%, and in sha’ Allah will remain upon it until the end of
life.

Those who claim that Tarawih is eight rak ‘ahs have no authentic evidences, and their
statements oppose the I[jmaa’ of the Sahaba s agic & o) indeed it is a corrupt and invalid
view.

And Allah the Exalted knows best- alef s & g
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